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“What the neurotic questions anew is nothing other than the border – a border that 

nothing can in fact suture – that opens up between knowledge and jouissance”.1 How 

is love related to this? 

The hysteric represses sexual jouissance; in this sense, she distances herself from the 

split, from the irreducible gap of real castration. In the case study of Dora, Freud 

describes how Dora remained, for two hours, in rapt silent admiration, in front of the 

Sistine Madonna.2 This example allows us to say that the hysteric finds object a, the 

object cause of desire, in the lack of the Other, and thus knows nothing about herself. 

In other words, it can be said that through the other woman, the hysteric evades the split 

associated with the encounter with sexuality and with her own body. Lacan emphasizes 

that this phallic jouissance is the jouissance of the idiot3, of the organ.4 As such, it has 

no connection to love.5 However, he points out that this is not the case with regard to 

the not-all. 

A woman's jouissance is connected, on one hand, to the phallus and, on the other hand, 

to the signifier of lack in the Other - a signifier that relates to both love and desire, and 

with them to the Other who speaks words of love and also to the Other who does not 

exist, to solitude. The jouissance beyond the phallus enables bodily enjoyment that is 

not limited to an organ, whilst also compelling an encounter with the void - the real 

beyond the phallus. In other words, one might say that sexuality may confront a woman 

with a split, which appears as the absence of the Other, the Other that she constitutes 

for herself. It can be a moment of separation, a moment of rupture between being and 

the real. 

In satisfying the demands of love, the jouissance one has from a woman divides her, 

making of her solitude a partner, while the union remains at the threshold.6 Love for a 
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woman - who consents to be an object of jouissance7, who agrees to be divided8 is 

described in L’étourdit as a love that can both sustain the subject, and delimit the real 

encounter of the One. Sometimes it enables her to encounter the real of her body. Thus 

"the union remains on the threshold" in the sense that there is a division between being 

and the real where the two exist simultaneously, side by side, in a state of 

incompleteness.  

Love maintains something of the boundary. 
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